
What to Do If Your Car Breaks Down on a 

London Road 

Find out what steps to take if your car breaks down on a 

London road. Learn how to stay safe, get help, and contact a 

reliable vehicle recovery service. 

 
 

If your car breaks down while driving in London, the key is to remain calm, ensure safety, and 

take swift action. This guide will walk you through every step to stay safe, comply with local 

laws, and get your vehicle recovered quickly using trusted services like car recovery in London. 
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1. Safety First: Secure Yourself and Your Vehicle 

As soon as you sense trouble—like strange noises, warning lights, or the engine faltering—try to 

keep calm. Your first priority is safety, so: 

• Slow down gradually, using your indicators to signal. 

• Pull over to the left-hand side of the road if it’s safe to do so. 

• Never stop in the middle of traffic unless absolutely unavoidable. 

2. Turn on Your Hazard Lights 

Activate your hazard warning lights immediately to alert other road users. This is especially 

important in low visibility areas like underpasses or at night. 

3. Move Off the Road (If You Can) 

Try to exit a busy road or motorway, ideally moving onto a hard shoulder, lay-by, or side street. 

If you're on a motorway and can’t reach a safe spot, it’s best to stay inside your vehicle with your 

seatbelt on and call nationwide car recovery services immediately. 

4. Use a Warning Triangle 

If it’s safe, place a warning triangle about 45 metres (147 feet) behind your vehicle to warn 

approaching drivers. Don’t use one on a motorway; it’s too dangerous. 

5. Contact a Car Recovery Service 

Now it’s time to call for help. If you don’t have roadside assistance through your insurer, you can 

use a professional vehicle recovery in London service. LMV Recovery offers fast response, 

affordable rates, and experienced operators who can tow or repair your vehicle as needed. 

You can also get a car recovery online quote before making your decision. 

6. Awaiting Help: Stay Safe While You Wait 

• Stay away from the carriageway if it’s safe to exit your vehicle. 

• Stand behind barriers or as far away from traffic as possible. 

• Keep your mobile phone charged and your location services on. 

7. Common Reasons for Car Breakdowns in London 

• Flat batteries – very common in winter months. 

• Engine overheating – often caused by coolant leaks. 

• Punctured tyres – London's potholes are a known risk. 

• Fuel issues – misfuelling or running out. 

• Alternator or starter motor faults 



 

If your breakdown is due to mechanical issues that can't be resolved on-site, use a reliable car 

transport service to move your vehicle to a garage or your home safely. 

8. How to Prevent a Breakdown 

• Keep your car serviced regularly. 

• Check your oil, coolant, and tyre pressure weekly. 

• Replace your battery every 3–5 years. 

• Refuel before low indicators light up, especially before long trips. 

If you're transporting a car that doesn’t run, consider using a professional vehicle transport 

service in London or beyond to prevent any risk of a roadside incident. 

For long-distance or intercity recovery, a nationwide car transport solution is ideal. 

9. FAQs 

What should I do first when my car breaks down in London? 

Pull over to a safe spot and turn on your hazard lights immediately. Then call a trusted car 

recovery service. 

Can I use a warning triangle on the motorway? 

No, using a warning triangle on a motorway is not recommended due to high-speed traffic. Stay 

in your vehicle and call for help. 

How long does emergency car recovery in London take? 

Most local services aim to arrive within 30–60 minutes depending on location and traffic 

conditions. 

Is it better to use car towing or transport service for a breakdown? 

If the vehicle is damaged or non-drivable, car transport is often safer and better suited than basic 

towing. 

How do I get a quote for car recovery online? 

You can get a fast quote by visiting the online quote page and submitting your details. 

 

 



Final Thoughts 

Breaking down in a busy city like London can be stressful, but knowing what to do makes all the 

difference. Follow this guide to stay safe, act quickly, and make use of professional recovery 

services when needed. Whether it's a minor issue or a full vehicle failure, LMV Recovery has the 

expertise to help you get back on track. 

 


